
What are WEEE?

The WEEE acronym identifies the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment, i.e. any product which – in 
order to operate its main function - is dependent on electric currents or electromagnetic fields and of which 
the holder intends or is required to dispose of. For instance, air-conditioning systems, refrigerators, washing 
machines, flatirons, TV sets, mobile phones, PC, watches, electrical toys, electrical tools, etc.

How do we have to deal with WEEE?

When we decide to dispose of our old Electrical and Electronic Equipment, there are two options:

Who finances the WEEE handling system?

The regulation provides that EEE (Electrical and Electronic Equipment) producers finance all WEEE collection 
operations and their proper treatment (Legislative decree no. 151/05).

It is fundamental to ensure the proper handling of WEEE, thus avoiding to dispose of them together with the 
other waste or dumping them into natural habitats, where such waste badly pollutes the air, the water, the 
soil and represents a serious danger to human health.

Where does the WEEE go?

At collection points WEEE is divided into the following 
5 groups:

R1) cold and conditioning;
R2) other large household appliances;
R3) TV sets and Monitors;
R4) small household appliances, IT, consumer   
 equipment, electrical and electronic tools, toys and
 others;
R5) lighting equipment.

WEEE is then transported to the authorised facilities 
where, depending on their group, are treated accordingly 
by means of different processes. In this way, we avoid 
the dispersion of hazardous gases and toxic powders 
while metals, glass and plastics can be recovered and 
reused in new manufacturing processes.
 

The WEEE WORLD – for consumers

confer it to the municipal collection centres 
organised on the whole domestic territory
(www.cdcraee.it -> collection facilities) ;

hand it in to the distributor upon the purchase 
of a new equivalent product (with the old up to 
double the weight of the new);

© SAMANTHA CHARALAMBOUS - NATASCIA LO GUASTO,   ERP ITALIA Srl

ERP Italia Srl  
Email: italy@erp-recycling.org - italy.operations@erp-recycling.org
Certified Email: erpitaliasrl@legalmail.it
Web:  www.erp-recycling.it  &  www.erp-recycling.org
Facebook: Erp Italia    Twitter: ERPItalia



The Take-Back Cycle of WEEE

The information contained in this document is the property of The European Recycling Platform (ERP). It shall not be disclosed or transmitted without the 
prior written consent of ERP. The information contained in this document shall never be considered as a commitment from ERP to do or to refrain from doing 
something. Such a commitment shall only be enforceable upon signature of a binding agreement between ERP and another party.


